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Col^ photos by BILL FEIG/Adrocate staff * ’ . - ^w. ‘ **. • ^ * 

"T— Tfo:;,-***. "* ‘ 

• . • • , • v " “•■*• • 



T hiy *vt con* to be known coUee* 
tivtly as **iba CUnton witneaa* 
M,** a miinomar tinea half of 
them are from Jacktoo, a few 
miles to the west but sdll in East Felicia- 
oa Parish. 

Their contribution to hiitory it that 
they place Lee Harvey Otwdd, the 
accutM murderer of Prudent John F. 
Kennedy, in East Feliciana leat than 
three months before the Nov. 22, 1963, 
asiattination in Dallas. 

Some of the witneetee taw two older 
men with Oswald. One they have identi- 
fied as New Orleans butinettman Clay 
Shaw, arho in 1969 was tried and acquit- 
ted on a charge of contpirinf to murder 
Kenne^. The other th^ ha^ tdentifled 
at David Feirie, a New Orleans pQot who 
alto hat been a central figure in conspira- 
cy theoriee advanced during the 28 yean 
since the aatasaination. 

Oswald, Shaw and Ferric — now all 
dead — are among the central characten 
depicted in the recently released JFKt 
Oliver Stone's controvenial film version 
of an alleged conspiracy and covenip in 
t^ Kennedy assassination. 

The small ^t significant East Felicia- 
na chapter e at filmed in Qinton, but cut 
from the final version of the thm-hour 
movie. 



• • . t • 

O ne afternoon in the late summer 
of 1963, Edwin Lea McGehee r^ 
turned from hinch to rw-open hia 
barbershop. Lea's, on Markat Slrsst, 
which ie the name for La. 10 as it forma 
the main drag through Jackson. 

Tha little single-chair shop ia wsdged 
into a row of atorsfronta along Jackson's 
''hilL'* In 1963, the barber ^air was a 
white -and -silver antique. A wooden 
bench egainet ona side wall formed e 
waiting area. The walls were stucco and • 
fan hung from the middle o^ the 12-foot 
ceilings. 

On the fateful day, McGehee recalle it 
wee unsceeonebly cool and that be had 
left the door open after returning from 
lunch. 

“This stranger walks in the door,'* 
McGehee remembers. The barber, who 
ia now East Fcliciena'a regiaUar of vot- 
are. believes the men was wearing a light 
jacket, which be removed to reveal a 
Hawaiian-ftyle shirt. 

“Ht said, '1 need a haircut.* ** 

McGshee remembers thinking that 
the cuetomer really didn't need s hair- 
cut. 

** A barbershop ia a good place to get in- 
formetion," he remembete his customer 
saying. 

During the haircut, McGehee says the 



stranger said bs waa from New Oiiaana 
and was lookiof for work. Ha inquired 
about poetible openinp at East Louiai- 
ana State Hoepital in Jackson. 

When McGehee mentioned that it wae 
a mental institution, be says his custom- 
tr at first appeared startled, then eeked 
whether there were all kinda of joba 
there. .{. * 

"He said, T have e wife and e child and 
I need a job,** McGehee recalls. 

McGehee remembers thinking, "This 
fellow looks legit; Pm going to help him.** 

McGehet says ho told the men he 
should talk to Rseves Morgan, then a 
state representative, and that it alao 
might help if he were e registered voter 
in the pariah. 

McGehee drew hie customer a map to 
Morgan's bouse, a short driva from 
downtown Jacks<m, and bads him faro- 
wslL Ths strangsr never offered hie 
name end depart after the 15-minute 
encounter. 

If it wu Oswald, who had defected to 
the Soviet Union in 1959, tha Old Bank 
Building directly ecroea from the shop 
cotild not have escaped hie notice ee be 
stepped beck out onto Market Street. 
The building's odd architecture and 
Rusaian-style dome sets it apart from 
the reel of downtown Jackson. 



McGehee didn't tea what car the man 
got into. He noticed a green car with a 
woman inside parked oa Market Street 
just past his shop. It — lad another cv 
around the coiner whoee color be didn't 
notice — pulled off at the same time. He 
feels the stranger could have been in ei- 
ther or oeit^ — car. 

It has since been establiabed that 
Oewald neither had adriver's licence nor 
had he ever learned to drive. 

I n 1963. Bute Rep. Reevee Morgeo 
lived in the aptly named "Old 
House" on the then-gravel Dawson 
Road just outside Jeckioo. Built in 1869, 
the smell wooden structure had an open 
front porch, e storm cellar on one side 
and a cistern in b a ck . Ancient knotted 
cedars lined both sidee of the dsrelling. 
From the bouse, a view of the inclined 
pavti driveway ecroea the front lawn 
wae obstructed by more treea, which 
today lie replaced by shrubbery. 

Morgan says bo was stoking up a big 
trash ^ in bis firsplace in the parlor 
whan he heard a kno^ at tha front door. 
He rbinkv it wae late August and that tbs 
tsmpersturs had insxplicabiy dropped 
to the upper SOe. 
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Edwin Lm McG«h«« p««r« through thn window of 
(Cofiilm»*d Irom PaQ« 1 1) 

Morgan aayt a young man in a light tan jacket 
lUentiHed himaalf aa Lae Oswald and said he 
needed a job. Morgan save he remembers the 
name because be talked atx>ut it for a while, of> 
fering that he had heard of **Otwald** aa a first 
name, but not aa a Last name. 

After inviting the man in, Morgan says they 
sat by the fireplace and talked for about half an 
hour. He saya Oawald.told him he was going to 
register to vou and apply for a job at Ee^ Loui- 
siana State HoapitaL Morgan aaya hia visitor 
said be could do ^ typee of work and apecificai*. 
ly mentioned having electrician's akills. • I ’ j.' 

Morgan remembers hie visitor aa havi^<*^a 
funny manner of speeking,** though be could 
not elaborate. After seemg the men to the door, 
.Morgan aays the front trees blocked his view of 
the car in which hia visitor departed. i . 

eenwhile, across the perish in Clinton, a 
black voter registration drive was 
under way during this same period, ac> 
cording to Advocate newspaper files. The effort 
was sponsored by the Congress of facial ,£qual>_ 
-ityiCO REi, a dvu-ngfate g^p thir w ificiiW'^ 
in the early '60s. 

Sevtral CORE workers as well as the parish 
registrar of voters and the Clinton Town Mar* 
sbal noticed some strange outsiders near the re* 
^istrar's office, according to Advocate newspa- 
per files. 

Some of the witnesacs could not be located 28 
Urer and at least one has died. But what 
? ' A t is a brief summary of their testimony at 
' f Cby Shaw trial jn uV’9. acrordinc »o Advo- 



hlelmK lo Jackson ' . •/. Raavaa 

A'.?*"* * 4 J'::'! 

Marshal John Maivchsster Ue* 

the registration driyv'A black. 
^ ^rke^dutaide xhe registru^a* office . 
M £o hia attention!. He said ha checked 
oofiHa.iJkt^Qi^ <^... 

_ »ui^M|ixichf ater ideotifi^ .tqe' cUfen*^ 
dsh^BKa^ggltfie man in' thVdriver'i ifeat.' 
MguV hjpfhit tsiatified Shaw sald^e was irspre*. 
sentjAElU Xntsrnational Trade Mart. It has 
lataiHftlxfet^ that S^w waadijrector of 



,Uin da 

Manchaater has since moved out of state and 
could hot Ih located. * ‘ 

' At the Palmer, the registrar, identified 
Oswald aa one of only two whites in the long line 
of proapective voters. Hs said he paaaed Oswald 
in line at leaat aix timea. Palmer also identified 
Shew and Ferrie as the occupanu of the black 
Cadillac. 

Palmer testified that when Oswald reached 
the front of the line he made no ettempt to reg* 
Jst^ejr^^yqt|. |nfteed. Palmer said, Oswald 
wpimaTiuiun r ibon r g ^ ■ j olTiii Eaai Lo uhd^ 
ana State Hospital and showed Palmer hie 
Kevy identification card made out to Lee H. 
Oswr^d with a New Orleans address. 

The registrar testified he advised Oswald to 
apply at the hospital or talk writh the mayors of 
Clinton or Jackson or to State Rep. Morgan. 

Palmer is now deceased. Coincidenully, bis 
successor as registrar is McGehee, the Jacluon 
barber who had cut Oawald*i> hair. 

Two CORE worker.* in rUnton .n: the lime 
a! • .-i: :h«. • .* • : 



I the houao where Lao Harvey Oawald yleitad hka In 1063 

*.-V ■ : .f . ."‘S: 

1 Oawald; and the other pointed to cial asked him akbout the si 



. Shaw and 

Shaw, O^ald and Feme aa being the outsiders 

presiwt in CUhU)a,.v'“?:V;V.^!.i^ • 

; Finally, two Eaat Louiatana State Hospital 
tmployeea' teatifijidjln.Nsar Orleans that 
Oswald had fillad out a Job application there in 
* 19^ By 1964, the application could not be Ici- ' 
/dated,* they testified: -. *■ 

, ; *^At the trial, Shafr denied having ever met" 
^ Oswald or Feiria.pi^e had died in 1967 short- 
ly before Gariishn was to have' him arrested in 
■^P KtlQhyn^ * ■ 

; oUowing the aaaaiaination and news re* 
Hh ports picturing the accused essessin, 
■ McQehee and Morgan tay they had no, 
doubt aa to the identity of the stranger who had 
paid them separate viaite three months earlier. 
They're sure it wee Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Morgan says be telephoned the FBI office in 
Baton Rouge shortly after the aaaassinaiion to 
report Oswald's presence in East Feliciana a 
few months earlier. Morgan said the person he 
spoke with in the FBI office said, "We already 
Iwow about that.** 

~ McGehee and Morgan say they were never 
contacted by the FBI or the Warren Commis- 
sion, which issued its official report in 1964 
naming Oswald as the lone essasain. The East 
Feliciana incidents were not mentioned in ei- 
ther the Warren Report or the accompanying 
26 volumes of evidence. Curiously, the ^sl Fel- 
iciana witnei^ses had information about a time 
period — .Aug. 22 through Sept. 17 — for which 
the Warren Comrais.rion could not account for 
Oswald V whereabout.^. 

, ♦•r** ’-il • 



when U3. Rep.' John Rari 
for the area at gbe.tlnM,^>j 
said a Shrevepprl newspa^ 
some of the Eaat Peikiuj 
lisbed a storyl ^ 

It wai* at thiapoini (hat ! 
Attoiriey Jim Garriaaa hac 
a poaaible New prleaBa^he 
aaainale Kannaiiy. Ganisi 
parently got srind of the E 
on and began hoteiviewi 
Jackson witneaam ^ T 
• The witnesaes <^'4ncl 
McGehee — finally got to 
the record in 1969 at Qa> 
Orleana. ) 

After the Shaw trial, M 
ternational media ahowei 
interviewing the Eaat Pel 
newt stories and documen 
They were again contac 
McGehee said, when th< 
Committee on Assasaina 
Baton Rouge to give tape* 
piece together Oawald's 
months preceding the aasi 



oday, Edwin Lea 
barber chair has I 
newer model, the wt 
retired in favor of five ch4 
have been covered with d. 
barber pole has been mo\ 
cuts hair only on Saturday 
of hb rirr.e tt* u.t Rccisir.. 
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:dl isked bim ■pout the ttoiy wu atound 1966, 
nen U5. Rej^hn lUrkl^ ^ 
or the are* at Jh*_tijneiJ^uire<i about it. lu • 
aid a Shravepflrt bewipaper then interviewed 
ome of the JlW Pelici^.mtncasea and pu^ 
ibed a story.y|| V-i 

It waa at thiaBoiht that New Orlei^ District 
^iiomey Jim Garriaoa had be^un to inveetijate 
posriW* Newprleans-bMed consp^cy to aa- 
^inM f Kennedy* Garriadn'e invMtigatora ap- 
drently got wind of the Elast Feliciana goipjjia- 
n and began interviewing the CUntdS*’an^ 
-ckson witneaeeis. . .*^..^3... - ^ i.;... . 

The witneeeM ^ including Morgan and 
.fcGehee — finally got to tell their etoriee for 
r.e record in 1969 at Clay Shaw’a trid in New 

jrleana. '\ ~ •*. 

Alter the Shaw trial, McGehee said, the in-, 
c rnational media showed intereet and began 
ruerviewing the Beat Feliciana witneasea for 

cNTs stories and documentariea, ' 

They were again contacted officially in 1978, 
l.'Gehee said, when the U.S. House Select 
:mmiitee on Assassinationa called them to 
vdion Rouge to give taped depoaitiona to help 
;ece together &wald*a whereedMUta uLth^ 
* onths prei^ding the^gSiaaaination. 

r oday, Edwin Lea McGehae's antique 
barber chair has been replaced by a 
newer model, the wooden bench has been 
. i.-ji in favor of five chairs, the stucco walls 
. i been covered with dark paneling and the 
r-'er p^le has been moved inside. McGehee 
*• h-i: only on Saturdays now. devoting most 
• •:.« TO the Rr^i&tr.'ir'a office. 
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next houaa on Dawaon 

atm puxibtMpoUticd 



‘ihe state b^ii^tuxeilK 



, He la reiired;bul,,.’ 
af^two|«nns^ 
i u;iTpil the Ewt FeH’i* - a; . 
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a SMt on titf Police y 
Oswald wflia shot tod ■ 

tody two days after tha assasainatioiu Ho waa 
24. Ferzie died of a brain hemorrhage in 1967 at 
the age of 49. Shaw died of cancer in 1974 at the ^ 
' age of 61. Garrison retired Nov. 1, 1991, from^ 
t he stat4_4^ Circuit Court-of-Appeal, "Where ne ^ 
.had tt^ed for 19 years. 

. AJid* controversy atm surrounda the circum.- 

. i^ncea'of the Kennedy aaaaasinatioii more 
than 28 yaara Later. ‘ - « 

Tha Warren Commisaion concluded that '• 
Oswald acted alone in murdering the president. 

In the mid-*70t, among growing public diacon* 1 
“ theUJ." " * ^ 



* tant with this finding, ™ ^ 

. Committee on Assaasi natjona began a new in-^ j 
veatigation. In its final rejportin 1979, the com-, f 
mittee concluded that Oswald had fired the‘ • 
fatal shots. However, It further stated that, 
based on acoustical evidence, another gunman 
had fired one shot from the "grassy ImoU” area 
in Dealey Plata in Dallas. Tha committee ruled • 
^e^*rWa« a "high probUbiUty" that Kenedy 
was lulled as a result of a conspiracy and that or- 
ganized crime probably had oad a hand in it. *■: 
The committee turned iu fresh evidence over 
to the U.S. Department of Justice with a recom- 
mendation that the new leads be pursued. The 
Justice Deportment said in 1988 that the acous- 
tical evidence had been misinterpreted, but, to 
date, no new official pronouncernents have 
been made. Books and movies continue to dis- 
n ■ re v-, r*I -i: O 
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schools of thought 
on why^they were there 
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hat posai We could La« ik — i. <» 

Harvey Oawald* CUv Shaw' ioeir a lieheme 



tog a trip to E«t FeJiciSJ talbe parion Suot'^n'H'rt • *’*“ 
■ummero/1963?^ • rr l. v Participants would. 

Two theories are put fbrth by assaasi* ' ^ cover following the 

M nation reaearchtm; Bdthl>r^«uDDoee ‘ how unrelated 

V that Oawald Wai beiM^jSiLuSd^ ^ " • 

^ others, perhaps as a paid baiSciEMUit m'’ ' th^ry would seem to 

t fth oJSrVtion the 

y was S^t awire, > . Jmployinent at Eaet 

■ •" f*ntir..d « 

BanUtar. baaf ' 



|ife.M“y f«el tba .miU liintiried ‘aa •- 
•j- Shaw was. in fart,' Guy Baaiatar. beat' '«&•&' 

™aTS 

l.t inJFiTwhoadminiatanf di^icenpia- 
al description: t^. J,*,WIy bSilt. 



cS??^. *'bo pioaecutbd 
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U *?®,^g** P9 an •aaociatc of Fer-,,.::^0'arriwVdafine« ''' ‘' "j:- 
h ne's.Banisterii544CahrnStbfficead- *- ifli^iwwS’ ^ 

•Xdrea. in New oTSgf^Sow 

; le^eu that t^waid bad been diatrit "“*• 

•„ uting earUar ^t Auguat, (How or why ‘"i"®*!* 

. ptO'Coniffluiiist hterature was Stem ned * **inp ■ Jft-^hia case that of^a 

onfk ^ . P*" Waaed dommunlat ae&iiflctti ** 'Pk;-" 
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I iwwwBiicr, js/cnoea ot ucaapincy: Ur ’ ’ 'V.I? 

: Du^g the Oswald sightUig iiciih: i- 

t^ a black vottrregiatration drive waa ' .n^" •>Mn 

I 'ttonhti had^ed tLVO)W^ ' i!.d • • 'T*“> « *>“ of luck 

front group. Hoch writea hava Wn > T"f 

for Cuba Com^ttel?: 

^Oificisds^ find 

th|;,wifn^^s cred 

I r t mm\ — ■* -* * • 



'owfieUev^le are the Ea^Feli- 
I ci^a witnesses who s^they 
.T ^ Harvey Oswaid]^ their* 
ri Maih thw months before the K^e- 
I • fly assassination? '*V' : 

• 

. Y®jy» according to writers and offi- 

cials familiar with the case. It should be 

noted in the direct quotations that fol- 
low that the term "Clinton witnesses" 
IS used to encompass the Jackson wit- 
nesses as well. 

The U.S. House Select Committee on 
Assassinations examined six of these 
wtnesscs. The committee’s final report 
^ued in 1979 states: "The Committee 
found that the Clinton witnesses were 
credible and significant ... If the wit- 
nesses were not only truthful but accu- 
rate as well in their accounts, they es- 
tablished an association of an* 
undetermined nature between (David) 
Ferrie, (Clay) Shaw and (Lee) Oswald 
less than three months before the as- 
sassination." 



otherwise 

dun view of New Orleans District At- 
torney Jim Garrison's prosecution of 
Shaw, ^t of the East FeUciana wit- 
nesses. Hurt writes: "Remarkably di- 
verse witnesses, they testified with im- 
pressive consistency. 

"The tesUmony was a convincing 

!k?f Qk° ^®. prosecution assertion 
t^t S^w, m contrast to his sworn de- 
nials, did know Ferrie and Oswald. The 
consensus among courtroom observers 
was that these witnesses were the most 
perauasive presented by the prosecu- 

Hurt continues; "This fresh evi- 
mentioned by *the Warren 
Lommissio^ was Garrison's most valu- 
able contnburion to an understanding 
*' • •'‘"ifi**- 1‘ «« virtual 
®‘““Pl>«ro that char- 
the teat of the trial. From that 
point forward, everything was downhUl 
for Gamson s case against Shaw." ■ 
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